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Abstract 

Since 2012 the University of Southampton has had the privilege of working with Tomsk 

Polytechnic University, especially in the form of training programmes which enable TPU 

academics to deliver course content through the medium of the English Language. This talk 

traces the development of our joint programme, highlighting the challenges and 

opportunities of such a collaboration, and points the way to further future co-operation. 
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Abstract 

Creating a MOOC - is it worth it? The View from the University of Southampton. 

 

The University of Southampton has worked hard to produce a range of MOOCs on different topics over 

the last two years. Each course is aimed at a different audience, uses different methods to engage 

learners and has recorded different impact. In this presentation, I will consider the advantages and 

disadvantages of engaging with MOOCs and I will focus on a MOOC which I have designed called 

'Understanding Language: learning and teaching'. This course has run three times now and reached over 

140,000 people across the world. It is run through the UK's FutureLearn platform. The four-week course 

is a collaboration between the University of Southampton and the British Council (BC), and it seeks to 

introduce some key concepts in language teaching and learning, as well as offering a 'taste' of topics 

covered by a joint online Masters course run by the university and the BC. The first run of the course 

attracted 58,000+ learners, with 28,000+ taking an active part, of whom 40% posted at least one 

comment. The second and third runs have posted similar figures. The MOOC generated 4500+ 

expressions of interest in the online MA course and the next intake for that course saw a rise in 

applications. In this presentation, I will talk about some considerations in MOOC design, the impact of the 



course and the implications for how we take forward knowledge learnt from running a MOOC. I will pose 

the question and offer my answer: creating a MOOC - is it worth it? I would like to know what you think. 

Дата: 20.11.2015 четверг 

Время: 17.40 - 18.10  

Место:  ауд. 310 Главный корпус ТПУ (пр.Ленина, 30)  

Тема доклада:  «Internationalising Higher Education» (Skype-конференция) 

Спикер: Крис Синклер, директор по вопросам интернационализации, Факультет гуманитарных 

наук, Университет Саутгемптона, Саутгемптон, Великобритания 

 


