                                       Ecological problems

The Earth is the only planet in the solar system where there is life. For centuries man lived in harmony with nature until industrialization brought human society into conflict with the natural environment. With the development of civilization man’s interference in nature has increased. Every year the world’s industry pollutes the atmosphere with millions of tons of dust and other harmful substances. The seas and rivers are poisoned with industrial waste, chemicals and sewage. People who live in big cities are badly affected not only by poisonous waste from factories and car exhaust fumes but also by the increasing noise level which is as bad for human health as lack of fresh air and clean water.

Among the most urgent ecological problems are the ozone layer, acid rains, global warming, toxic pollution of atmosphere, deforestation, water contamination, destruction of soil in some areas, threat of extinction to some animal species, etc.

One of the most important problems is water contamination. Many ships sail in the ocean water- fishing ships, some ships carrying people, some carrying oil. If a ship loses some of the oil in the water, the water becomes dirty. Many sea birds die because of the polluted water. Many fish also die in the seas, others get contaminated. Fishermen catch contaminated fish which may be sold in markets and shops, and people may get sick from eating them. Lakes and rivers are becoming polluted, too. Some beaches are even dangerous for swimming.

Another important problem is air pollution. Cars and factories pollute the air we breathe. Their fume also destroys the ozone layer which protects the Earth from the dangerous light of the Sun. Aerosols create large “holes” in the ozone layer round the Earth. Burning coal and oil leads to global warming which may cause a change in the world’s climate.

One more urgent ecological problem is destruction of forests. Deforestation, especially destruction of rainforests, affects the balance of nature in many ways. First of all, it kills animals because it destroys their natural habitat. Secondly, deforestation can cause a lack of oxygen and increase levels of carbon dioxide. And finally, it changes the climate and ecosystem in the world.

A person can do some damage to the environment but the greatest part of pollution certainly comes from industry. Modern industry production is the main threat to nature.

Ecological problems have no borders. European states solve these problems together: the necessary measures are taken, congresses and conferences on these questions are organized, and these questions have already the reflection in the legislation of many countries.

The activity of many public ecological organizations is directed to protect environment. One of the best known organizations is “Greenpeace”, whose purpose is prevention of environment degradation. “Greenpeace” acts against nuclear tests, radiating threat, pollution of the environment by industrial waste. Moreover it protects the endangered animal species. 

What can be done to protect our environment? I believe that ecological disasters can be avoided if people broaden ecological education and every person understands that the beauty of nature is extremely fragile and people must obey the unwritten laws of nature. Governments must be ready to take action against pollution. Air pollution could be reduced if factories were made to fit effective filters on chimneys and car exhausts. Green zones around big cities must be protected and extended. Natural resources should be used economically because they are not unlimited.

