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Figure 1. Typical PFD for an Atmospheric 

Distillation Unit 
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Bottom of the column –

highest pressure and 

temperature 

Top of the column –

lowest pressure and 

temperature 
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Reboiler 

Condenser 

Trays 
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Heaviest hydrocarbons 

Lightest hydrocarbons 

Side draws 
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Figure 2. Typical PFD for an Vacuum 

Distillation Unit 
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Reduced 

pressure 
20 mm of Hg or less 

(atmospheric pressure is 

760 mm Hg) 

400˚C 
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hydrotreater 

catalytic 

cracking unit 

hydrocracking unit 

coker unit, bitumen production  
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