Additional activity

Describing graphs
	UP-verbs
	Go up

Increase

Take off

Rise 

Shoot up
	Grow

Soar

Improve

Jump

rocket



	UP-nouns
	An increase

An uptum

A rise

A surge
	A growth

An upsurge

An improvement

An upward trend

	DOWN-verbs
	Go/come down

Decline

Fall

Decrease

Fall off
	Slip

Drop

Plummet

Slump

shrink

	DOWN-nouns
	A fall

A downturn

A decrease
	A downward trend

A decline

A drop

	NO-CHANGE –verbs
	Remain stable

Remain constant

Level off
	Stagnate

Stay at the same level

Stabilise 

	AT-THE-TOP-verbs
	Reach a peak

Peak 
	Top out

	AT-THE-BOTTOM- verbs
	Reach a low point

Bottom out
	Recover 

	DEGREES OF CHANGE
	Adjectives 

Dramatic

Considerable

Sharp

Significant

Substantial

Moderate

slight
	Adverbs 

Dramatically

Considerably

Sharply

Significantly

Substantially

Moderately

Slightly 

	SPEED OF CHANGE
	Abrupt

Sudden

Rapid

Quick 
	Steady

Gradual

Slow 

	PREPOSITIONS
	A rise from £1 to £2

To fall by 30%
	To increase by 50%

An increase of 7.5 per cent over last year
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         at  

●       from
          ●                                               ●                    by

                                                                                                                                      of

                 ●  to                               ●                    ●                                          ●

                                                      at                     at

it decreased from 10 to 3                   it started at 2
there was a drop of 8


it peaked at 10
it dropped by 8


it finished at 2

When the graph does not show piece of data, use words to express approximation:

	JUST


under

WELL

JUST


over

WELL
	Roughly

Nearly

Approximately

Around

About




When describing charts, the language of comparison is used:

The most popular

The second most popular

Substantially

Considerably

A lot

Far
more common

Much
less popular      … than

Somewhat

Significantly

Slightly

Fractionally

About twice as common as …

Three times as common as …

Constitutes … %

Writing introductory sentences

	
	Type of chart
	Appropriate verb
	Description

	The 
	Illustration

Graph

Pie chart

Bar chart

Table 
	Shows

Illuatrates

Presents 
	The number of…

The proportion of…

Information on…

Data on …


