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Рабочая  программа  учебной  дисциплины (курса)

«Обучение письменной речи, ФСО»

ТПУ 7.1 – 21/01




Theme 3. Language of science: writing reports, summaries, annotations, 

presenting visuals, quoting sources.

Задания для входного контроля

3. A summary

Write a summary of the given article. 

THE NATIONAL TRUST

The National Trust really means what it says. It is an association of men and women who seek to preserve places of historic interest and natural beauty; it is not a Government department, sustained by compulsory taxes, but a charity in the legal sense, depending for its existence on the voluntary support of the public. How it grew up is a story that throws a revealing sidelight on how things get done in Britain. Although it started as long ago as the mid-nineties [of the 19th century. — Editors} and has, since the last war, been growing more and more effective, its exact position in the social and economic life of the nation is still widely misunderstood.

Average citizens, deafened by the laments of well-meaning people who cry havoc at any and every proposal to pull down a building or to build on

an open space, are inclined to take a plague-on-both-your-houses line. They suspect that many of the preservers are unreasonable. On the other hand, they are equally suspicious of the crocodile tears of official and unofficial despoilers. Their instinct is sound. Much cant is talked about preservation; vandalism, sometimes commercial, sometimes bureaucratic, is rampant throughout the land. That is why the role of the National Trust has become increasingly significant. Before it takes properties, urban or rural, under its aegis, it screens them in a civilized and businesslike manner. The case for saving them from change or destruction has to be made out not merely on grounds of sentimental nostalgia, but because genuine historic or aesthetic values are at stake.

Two men and a woman began it. Canon Rawnsley, whose heart was in the Lake District, Sir Robert Hunter, a solicitor who loved the Surrey open spaces, and Miss Octavia Hill, that indefatigable doer of practical good works, were the founders in 1895. Their embryo Trust was first incorporated under license of the Board of Trade as a public company, not trading for profit, with power to acquire and preserve for the nation places of historic interest or natural beauty. Their first property was a small stretch of cliff overlooking the Barmouth estuary in North Wales, and to this was soon added the fourteenth-century timber-framed Clergy House at Alfriston in Sussex. The pattern had been set.

(from Graded Comprehension for Advanced Students by D. Fisher and J. Day)

1. What is the National Trust? How did it start and grow up? (70-75 words)

2. Why has the role of the National Trust become increasingly signi​ficant? (50-55 words)

Задания для текущего контроля 

3. A summary

Write a summary of the given article. You should spend about 45 minutes on the task. 

John Muir

John Muir, regarded as a founder of the modern conservation movement, could soon be honoured by the US with a 25 cent coin. Such recognition would come when the wilderness which he fought so hard to preserve is again under attack.

Muir, a Scottish immigrant who died in California in 1914, is credited with creating the national parks of the United States, the founding of the Sierra Club, its largest environmental group, and, more generally, with promulgating the notion of preserving nature against the threats of commerce and development.

Now Muir could find himself on the back of the US quarter. A design showing him in his beloved Yosemite valley in California is one of five finalists in a competition to represent the state when the coin is introduced in 2005 as part of a programme in which all the states will eventually be represented on a 25 cent coin. He has the backing of environmentalists across the country.

The Muir design, by Los Angeles graphic artist Garett Burke, is in competition with others showing the Golden Gate bridge, a gold miner, a giant sequoia, and a collage of waves and sun.

Better known in the US than in Scotland, Muir was born in Dunbar in 1838. He emigrated to Wisconsin in 1849 with his father and two siblings. Muir senior was a zealot who forced his young son to learn passages of the Bible by whipping him daily, even if he did not merit punishment: "I dinnae care any wrong ye have done this day, but I'll thrash ye the same because I hae no doot ye deserve it!"

From this grim childhood Muir escaped into nature, eschewing religion but remaining profoundly spiritual about nature and developing a passion for "preservation" of the wilderness he explored alone. An accident in 1867 temporarily blinded him and, when he regained his sight, his explorations began as he walked all the way from Indianapolis to the Gulf of Mexico. He became committed to preserving the wilderness from the development rampant at that time, and which is re-emerging as the Bush administration seeks to relax restrictions on development in such areas as the Arctic national wildlife refuge.

In 1890, thanks in great part to Muir's lobbying, Yosemite was made a national park. Muir also helped to create the Grand Canyon and Mount Rainier national parks. In 1892 the Sierra Club was founded so that, in his words, its members could "do something for wildness and make the mountains glad".

His articles and books won a following, and in 1903 President Theodore Roosevelt visited him in Yosemite. Their meeting is credited with the drafting of legislation to protect vast swaths of land.

Two years before he died, Muir battled over the building of a dam to provide San Francisco with water. His comments on its proponents summed up his credo: "These temple destroyers, devotees of raving commercialism, seem to have perfect contempt for nature. Instead of lifting their eyes to the God of the Mountains, they lift them to the Almighty Dollar."

Now the father of environmentalism may end up on the back of the almighty quarter.

(from Guardian Weekly, July 31-August 6, 2003)

What biographical information on John Muir can be obtained from this passage?

What is Muir's contribution to the modern conservation movement?

The article about J. Muir by Duncan Campbell is entitled "Environmental Pioneer in Line for Honour." Explain why.

(Total number of words not more than 220. The passage contains 524 words.)

Задание для рубежного контроля

3. A summary

Write a summary of the given article. You should spend about 45 minutes on the task. 

Text

It has been one of the most destructive modern prejudices that art and science are different and somehow incompatible interests. We have fallen into the habit of opposing the artistic to the scientific temper; we even identify them with a creative and a critical approach. In a society like ours which practices the division of labour there are of course specialized functions, as matters of convenience. As a convenience, and only as a convenience, the scientific function is different from the artistic. In the same way the function of thought differs from, and complements, the function of feeling. But the human race is not divided into thinkers and feelers, and would not long survive the division...

The arts and sciences have for some time now been in competition for the most lively young brains. This competition is itself the clearest evidence that good minds can fulfil themselves as well in one as in the other. Here in fact is one of the few psychological discoveries of our generation to which we can hold with a reasonable certainty: that the general configuration of intelligence factors which distinguish the bright from the dull is the same in

one man as another, in the humanist as in the scientist. We are divided by schooling and experience; and we do differ, though we differ less, in our aptitudes; but below these, we share a deeper basis of common ability.

Many people persuade themselves that they cannot understand mechanical things, or that they have no head for figures. These convictions make them feel enclosed and safe, and of course save them a great deal of trouble. But the reader who has a head for anything at all is pretty sure to have a head for whatever he really wants to put his mind to. His interest, say in mathematics, has usually been killed by routine teaching, exactly as the literary interest of most scientists (and, for that matter, of most non-scientists) has been killed by the set book and the Shakespeare play. Few people would argue that those whose taste for poetry has not survived the School Certificate are fundamentally insensitive to poetry. Yet they cheerfully write off the large intellectual pleasures of science as if they belonged only to minds of a special caste. Science is not a special sense. It is as wide as the literal meaning of its name: knowledge. The notion of the specialized mind is by comparison as modern as the specialized man, "the scientist", a word which is only a hundred years old.

(from The Common Sense of Science by J. Bronowski)
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